
Brazilian Tapirs 
at 

Fota Wildlife Park



Welcome to Fota Wildlife Park!

Å Fota Wildlife Park was established 
in 1983.

Å Our aim is to help conserve 
animals across the globe through 
Conservation , Education and 
research!

Å The Wildlife Park is a charity and 
a not for profit organisation.

Å By visiting Fota Wildlife Park, you 
are playing a part in helping to 
conserve the worldôs endangered 
wildlife!



Brazilian Tapir Information
Tapirs are herbivores. They use 
their long, prehensile (can grip) 
snout to collect leaves, shoots, 
fruit and buds off plants. 

They can reach 2 metres in 
length and can weigh up to 
225kg.

They are excellent swimmers 
and will run to water when 
scared.  They can use their 
snout as a snorkel when they 
are submerged in the water.

Females give birth to a single 
calf after a gestation period of 
13 months. The calf has a coat 
of spots and stripes for the first 
6 months of its life. This helps 
camouflage it in the rainforest.

The name ótapirô is from an 
indigenous language in Brazil, it 
means óthickô. This is in 
reference to the thick skin on 
the back of their neck.

Tapirs are important seed 
dispersers for various plants in 
the rainforest.



How man y species of Tapir exist?

There are four types of tapirs ï
the Brazilian tapir, Mountain 
tapir, Bairdôs tapir and the 
Malayan tapir.
The Malayan tapir is the only 

species found in Asia, the other 
three live in Central and South 
America. The Malayan tapir is 
black and white in colour!

Baby Tapir at Fota
Wildlife Park!
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How are Tapirs adapted for survival?
They have a 
unique 
prehensile nose 
that they use 
to collect 
leaves and 
branches

They have 
splayed toes 
which allows 
them to grip 
wet, soft 
ground.

They have 
thick skin on 
the back of 
their neck 
which makes it 
hard for a 
predator to 
grasp them.

Tapirs have a 
great sense of 
hearing and 
smell.


