
Giraffes 
at Fota Wildlife Park!



Welcome to Fota Wildlife Park!

Å Fota Wildlife Park was established 
in 1983.

Å Our aim is to help conserve 
animals across the globe through 
Conservation , Education and 
research!

Å The Wildlife Park is a charity and 
a not for profit organisation.

Å By visiting Fota Wildlife Park, you 
are playing a part in helping to 
conserve the worldôs endangered 
wildlife!



Who am I?
Can you guess which type of 
giraffe (sub - species) lives in 

Fota Wildlife Park?



It is hard to believe looking at 
it, but the neck of any giraffe 
has the same amount of 
vertebrae as humans, seven.

ÅThe Rothschild Giraffe is one of nine 
different sub - species (type) of 
giraffe that lives in Africa.

ÅThe Rothschild species is one of the 
tallest giraffes . They can be an 
astonishing 19 feet in height and 
weigh about 2,500 pounds with the 
males weighing more than the 
females by several hundred pounds. 

Did you Know?

Å The body of a giraffe is designed to 
give it speed, power, and agility. 
There are very few animals this 
size that can move so swiftly. 

Å They have amazing sight, allowing 
them to see predators from far 
away. 

Å They have a fantastic sense of 
smell and hearing too, so they are 
always alert to what is going on 
around them. 

Å Their long tail also helps to keep 
pests such as flies away from 
them.

The Rothschild Giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis rothschildi )



Did you Know?

ÅA Giraffe has 7 neck bones (vertebrae) just like a human 
except they are elongated!

ÅA giraffeôs horn like structures at the top of its head are 
called ossicones!

ÅA herd of giraffes is called a Tower!

ÅGiraffes only need 5 to 30 minutes of sleep in a 24 - hour 
period! They often take quick naps that may last only a 
minute or two at a time.

ÅThe giraffe is related to the okapi ( Okapia johnstoni ), found 
in the forests of the Democratic Republic of Congo



Giraffe Information

Giraffes are herbivores. They use 
their long, prehensile (can grip) 
to strip leaves and bark of trees. 
In Africa their favourite plant 
to eat is Acacia.

Males can reach 6 metres in 
height and can weigh up to 
1180 kg. Giraffes can live for 
up to 25 years in the wild.

They sleep standing up, 2 - 5 
minutes at a time - looking out 
for predators.

Females give birth to a single 
calf after a gestation period of 
between 14 and 16 months. 
The calf is 2 metres in height 
when it is born!

Male giraffeôs fight by neck-
wrestling. A male can knock out 
or even kill another due to the 
sheer momentum of their neck 
swings.

All the giraffe calves born in 
Fota are given an Irish name.



Information on the Rothschild Giraffe!

Well 
Done!

The Rothschild Giraffe is found in both 
Kenya and Uganda on the African 

Continent!

Can you find Kenya and Uganda on the 
Map?



Things to do at Home!


