Humboldt Penguins

At Fota Wildlife Park




Welcome to Fota Wildlife Park!

A Fota Wildlife Park was established
In 1983.

_ A Our aim is to help conserve
4%{%’ animals across the globe through

= r = b J Conservation , Education and
F @‘ II" A‘\ research!
_':_\ __{;— \ A The Wildlife Park is a charity and

a not for profit organisation.

A By visiing. Fota Wil Par. you

| are playing a part in helping to
\ conserve the worl dobés e
~— wildlife!




Whereabouts do penguins live?

There are 18 species of penguin
which are found in a variety of
countries, from snow - covered
Antarctica to the equator.

The largest of the species, the
Emperor penguin resides in
Antarctica whereas the smallest
penguin, the little/blue (or fairy)
penguin lives in Australia and
New Zealand




Humboldt Penguins at Fota Wildlife Park

Fota is home to a colony of 26 Humboldt penguins.

Their habitat in the park includes a large lake which is tidal; the
water comes in from Cork Harbour and brings lots of fish and

crustaceans for them to hunt!




Humboldt penguin Information

Penguins are piscivores (fish -
eaters). Small fish like sardines
and anchovies make up the bulk
of their diet as well as various
crustaceans and squid.

They can reach 64cm in length
and can weigh up to 4kg.

They share their name with the
cool Humboldt Current, which
flows from Antarctica along the
Pacific Coast of South America,
where they live. They were
named after an 18 ™ century
explorer, Alexander von
Humboldt.

Some build nests in a very
unusual material, sea bird poo!
Also known as guano, this is
deposited by various sea birds
and builds up over time. The
penguins mould the guano into
a nest shape and the female will
usually lay two eggs in the nest.
The parents take turns
Incubating the eggs and the
chick hatch out in about 39
days!

Humboldt penguins live
on rocky shorelines in
parts of Peru and Chile.




Pick up a penguin fact!
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The Galapagos penguin is

Penguins are flightless Penguins can drink _ _
birds. Their wings are seawater! They have a the only species found just

beyond the equator, all
perfectly adapted for special glad to remove the y i

swimming. salt! = other species live in the

Southern hemisphere.
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Penguins spend

: _ Penguin predators include
approximately half their
orcas, leopard seals and

time on land and half in
) sharks.
water.




How are penguins adapted for survival?

Torpedo shaped
streamlined body
which helps them
dive deep in water

Special gland to remove salt
from the sea water that
they drink.

to hunt
Solid bones to Wings in the
help them dive shape of flippers
under water. to swim fast

Webbed feet to aid
Oil on their feathers for swimming.

‘ waterproofing.




The white feathers on their
The dark feathers on
: stomach camouflage them
their back help

camouflage them from from predators that are

oredators that are swimming below them!
swimming above them!




